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1 


A, 

BILL 

TO 

Amend the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1883. 

B E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

5 1. This Act may be cited as the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1883, 

Amendment Act, 1884, and shall apply to Ireland only. 

2. This Act shall, so far as is consistent with the terms thereof, 
be construed as one with the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1883. 

3. On and after the passing of this Act an order of the Local 
PO Government Board confirming and authorising an improvement 
scheme under the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1883, (herein-after 
called the said Act,) shall become absolute and shall take effect in 
all cases without any Act of Parliament confirming same, notwith- 
standing anything in the said Act to the contrary. And wherever 
15 in the said Act the words “ Provisional Order ” occur, implying 
that the sanction of an Act of Parliament is required to confirm 
same, it is hereby provided that for the purposes of the said Act 
and of this Act an order of the Local Government Board shall be 
of the same effect as if an Act of Parliament had been passed 
2 Q confirming such order, and the Local Government Board may by 
a subsequent order revise or amend any previous order. 

4-. Under the fourth section of the said Act, a representation 
may be made to repair, add to, or alter any existing buildings 
intended for labourers : Provided also, that where it is inexpedient 
25 that such existing buildings when repaired should become the 
property of the sanitary authority, the sanitary authority may 
proceed to execute such repairs or alterations, and charge the 
premises with the same, and for this purpose the sanitary authority 
shall have the same powers and remedies as are conferred on the 
30 “ local authority ” by the nineteenth section of the Act of the thirty - 
first and thirty-second Victoria, chapter one hundred and thirty. 
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In all such cases as aforesaid, or where a labourer’s cottage is in 
existence which does not require repair, a plot of ground may by 
representation be obtained to be let therewith, although such plot 
be not in the immediate vicinity of the labourer’s cottage. No 
postponement by a sanitary authority under the fourth section of 5 
the said Act shall be for a longer time than three calendar months. 

5. The provisions of the seventh section of the said Act that 
advertisements of an improvement scheme shall only be published 
in the months of September, October, and November is hereby re- 
pealed, and in lieu thereof it is hereby enacted that such advertise- to 
ments may be published in any month ; but in all other respects 
the sanitary authority shall proceed under section seven as that 
section provides. 

6 . The officer directed to hold an inquiry by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under the seventh section of the said Act shall, in 15 
order to enforce the attendance of witnesses, have the same powers 

as a justice at petty sessions, and the petition to the Local Govern- 
ment Board may contain the names of such witnesses as in the 
opinion of the sanitary authority it is desirable should be present at 
the inquiry ; and the Local Government Board, if they have reason 20 
to believe that any witness might absent himself for the purpose of 
obstructing the inquiry, may direct the clerk to the sanitary 
authority to notify him to be present. 

7. There shall be added to the tenth section of the said Act 
the following : And the Local Government Board shall, if they 25 
deem it advisable, forthwith proceed to make such scheme accord- 
ing to the provisions of the fourth section of the said Act, as 
amended by this Act, so far as these provisions are applicable, and 
all costs, charges, and expenses incurred by them under this section 
shall be deemed to be an expense incurred by the sanitary autho- go 
rity, and shall be dealt with according to the provisions of the 
sixth section of the said Act. 

8. Bor the purposes of the said Act or of this Act any tenant 
having a “ statutory term ” Under the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1881, or any leaseholder, shall have the same powers of leasing 35 
as are conferred on a tenant for life by the Settled Land Act 

in cases of building leases. 

The rent reserved in any lease made in pursuance of this section 
shall be paid to the person for the time being who but for such 
lease would be entitled to the occupation of the land leased thereby, 40 
and his receipt therefor shall be a valid discharge to the lessee from 
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all claims by any person whomsoever for rent in respect of the land A.D. 1884. 
up to the date to which such receipt shall evidence the payment of 
the rent reserved in the lease. 

9. In the completion of any contract for the purchase of land by Purchase, 
any sanitary authority for the purposes of the Labourers (Ireland) 

Act, 1883, whether such contract shall have been made by agree- 
ment or under the provisions of the Lands Glauses Act, and whether 
the vendor shall be a fee simple owner in occupation of the land 
or shall be the occupier thereof under any contract of tenancy, or 
whether his interest in the land shall be intermediate between the 
interests of the occupier and that of any person entitled to an estate 
superior to that of the occupier, subject as herein-after provided, 
twelve years shall be substituted as the period for the commence- 
ment of title which the sanitary authority as purchaser may require 
in place of forty years, the present period of such commencement ; 
and, subject as herein-after mentioned, the receipt of the vendor, 
whose title shall on due investigation from such period of com- 
mencement twelve years back be satisfactorily proved, shall be a 
valid discharge to the sanitary authority for such purchase money, 
and a conveyance by such vendor to such sanitary authority of the 
land the title to which shall have been so investigated shall be 
deemed for all purposes to confer upon such sanitary authority as 
good a title in every respect to such land as would have been ob- 
tained by such sanitary authority if such conveyance had been 
executed by an owner whose title had been satisfactorily proved 
from such period of commencement as, but for this section, would 
have been necessary in order to deduce a valid title to such land. 

Provided always, that this section shall not apply to any purchase 
of land — 

(a.) In case the land .to be purchased shall in extent exceed ten 
statute acres ; or 

(6.) In case the price to be paid for such land shall exceed two 
thousand pownds ; or 

(e.) In case the land to be purchased shall form more than one- 
twentieth part of the land held by the vendor in the same 
electoral division under the same title. An affidavit of the fact 
by the vendor shall be deemed as sufficient proof that the land 
to be purchased does not form more than such twentieth part. 

Nor shall this section apply to any purchase until the expiration 
of one calendar month after notice shall have been given by adver- 
tisement in some one of the daily newspapers published in Dublin 
stating that it is the intention of the sanitary authority to purchase 
on a twelve years investigation of title the land proposed to be 
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purchased, but in such advertisement it shall be sufficient to 
describe the land by the name by which the townland in which it is 
comprised, is known on the Ordnance Sheet. 

Nor shall this section apply to any purchase if at any tune after 
the publication of such advertisement, and before the actual com- 5 
pletion of the purchase, any person shall give notice to the sanitary 
authority that he objects to the purchase money of such land being 
paid to the owner whose title is to bo investigated, and with such 
notice shall deposit an affidavit by the objector, or by his solicitor, 
setting forth tile grounds of the objection, and stating that the 10 
objector lias a valid reason for so objecting, on the ground of his 
having a legal or equitable claim against such land, which would 
not be disclosed by a twelve years investigation of the owner's 
title 1 . . , 

In any conveyance made in pursuance of the provisions of this 15 
section, an affidavit endorsed on the conveyance, and verified by the 
solicitor of the sanitary authority, stating that the requirements 
prescribed by this section for validating a conveyance made on a 
twelve years investigation of title have been complied with, shall 
he accepted by any court of justice as conclusive proof that such 20 
requirements have been in point of fact complied with. 

10 . The costs of all conveyances shall he borne by the sani- 
tary authorities, and such costs shall include all charges and 
expenses incurred on the part as well of the seller as of the pur- 
chaser, and of the lessor as well as of the lessee, of all conveyances 25 
and assurances of such lands, and of any outstanding terms or 
interests therein, and of deducing, evidencing, and verifying title to 
such lands, terms, or interests, and of making and furnishing such 
abstracts, attested copies, surveys, and plans as the sanitary autho- 
rity may require, and all other reasonable expenses incident to the 30 
investigation, deduction, and verification of such title. 

11 . So much of the eighteenth section of the said Act as pro- 
vides that interest shall he charged as set forth in the Treasury 
Minute of the sixteenth day of August one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-nine is hereby repealed, and in lieu thereof it is hereby 85 
enacted that loans shall be repaid by an annuity in favour of the 
Board of Works for fifty -two years of three pounds sixteen shillings 
and sixpence for every hundred pou/nds of such advance, and so in 
proportion for any less sum. 

12 . The area of charge in the case of any rate levied under the TO 
said Act or this Act may, in the discretion of the sanitary authority, 

be extended to the electoral division, the dispensary district, or the 
union at large. 
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